
I decided to make a journal entry roughly every 2 weeks. This period of time was chosen                 
considering that there was not a lot going on throughout these weeks. I went through the same                 
routines and did not do anything out of the ordinary. Every entry usually consists of: the things                 
that I had to do (errands and assignments), and the social life around the area. There are other                  
anecdotes that I decided to include, but other than that the previous description sums it up.  
 
3/22/2020 - 4/5/2020  

 
So it has been a couple of weeks since the quarantine has been set and it has been                  

good, more or less. I am currently at Conn and it has been eerily quiet, since there are only 52                    
students on campus. I have some friends here, but none that are part of the original squad of                  
mine. I had to move from my room in Plant to a room in Wright, which is not horrible but was                     
very inconvenient since I have no car or friends to help me. To be honest they could have left us                    
in our dorms since there was only a maximum of 3 students per dorm, but I could see why they                    
moved us (pretty sure it was to protect the custodians from COVID exposure). It has been kinda                 
lonely in here, but I have managed to maintain contact with all my friends from Conn through                 
FaceTime. Friends from home have also been calling for a while, but again it is not the same as                   
hanging out in person like usual.  
 

The shift towards the remote classes has been a little rough since all motivation has left                
me. I have been assigned a lot of work and I do not seem to be able to focus and go through the                       
assignments. The professors seem to be adding more and more work to the classes even               
though we are struggling through a pandemic and really don’t want to focus on the classes. The                 
only bright side to this is that there is the option of receiving a pass/fail grade for all the classes                    
that we are currently enrolled in.  

 
To pass the time I have started to go on walks and runs. Homework is also another way                  

to pass time, but it has become more difficult to focus. Currently I have fallen behind a week                  
with the video lectures. It is more difficult with the current class format since I can remain                 
focused for roughly 5 minutes before shifting my attention to something else on the internet. I                
will try to focus today and tomorrow to go through all the lectures that I miss and continue                  
forward with this week.  
  



4/5/2020 - 4/20/2020 
 

The quarantine has gone for a while now. It has become easier to be alone and I began                  
to appreciate the alone time more. This does not mean that I completely cut myself from every                 
other student here, but I haven’t been as social as before. This is mostly because of the social                  
distancing that is in place, but also because I have not seen as many familiar faces as before.                  
As a person I am very friendly, but I do not like to do the first move for anything. I rather go with                       
the flow and just make friends in that manner. Classes have been fine so far, professors just                 
keep assigning work and I am slowly growing tired. The more time that passes by, the less                 
motivated I feel to do work. As of now I feel that everything is more interesting than the actual                   
things that need to be done. I still have completed every assignment, but it has been difficult                 
and taken longer to complete them.  
 

This week I began to feel a little homesick. I think the fact that I do not have anyone to                    
talk to on a daily basis here and study with or just eat meals with is finally getting to me. I have                      
made a couple of new friends, but again it is difficult to do so due to the social distancing                   
guidelines that need to be followed. Work wise, again, it has been difficult. I am struggling a little                  
with my classes because I cannot focus on the material at hand. I continue to procrastinate                
more and more, thus it is harder to stay on track with the material and not be overwhelmed.  
 

I also have started to worry a little about the situation because every news/media outlet               
is always talking about COVID-19. Usually, I am very laid back about this type of situation and                 
at the beginning felt that it would not affect me in a very significant way. Well… I was very wrong                    
to say the least. Everything seems to be falling through with internships and job opportunities.               
The second half of spring semester was taken away, which meant that the last time that I was                  
able to see some of my friends was before spring break, about a month ago. It feels unreal just                   
because all of this happened out of the sudden. The situation got exponentially worse as the                
days went by and now I am more concerned about the future.  
 
  



4/20/2020 - 5/7/2020 
 

This week was a little rough, everything is starting to come to an end and professors do                 
not seem to stop assigning work. Currently, I still have a report that is due at the end of the                    
finals period and 4 finals to study for. I am not too worried about 2 of them. I still have to review                      
their class materials, but I am confident that I will be able to pass the finals and the classes with                    
a pass/B considering that I am in good standing in both classes. The two that I need to study for                    
should also not be too hard since those will be the ones that I will dedicate my time to. At this                     
point in time, I have adjusted more or less to the online structure, but as I said before, I rather                    
have in-person classes. I had fallen a week behind on the videos that I needed to watch for all                   
my classes since I had no motivation to watch them, but thankfully I managed to catch up. My                  
sleeping schedule continues to be messed up. I sleep at 3 or 4 in the morning and wake up at                    
11 or 12 in the afternoon. Apart from that I continued with the usual schedule.  
 

The social scene, as most people would assume, is empty. I have become better friends               
with a few individuals who are still on campus, but again nothing much can be done due to the                   
social distance and other restrictions that are still in place. Most of the time, I just spend time on                   
my computer and watching tv. However, this is getting old real quick, since I am running out of                  
things to watch and bored of the games that I have on my computer. I continue to FaceTime all                   
of my squad members and joke around with them in that sense, but I am becoming bored of                  
only being able to see them through a screen.  
 

Thankfully, I was able to land an internship for the summer, which will be funded by 
CISLA.  This will be a spin off of the job/internship that I had last summer. Sadly, I will not be 
able to do it in person due to the pandemic, thus I will most likely have to return home. I have 
not yet decided whether to go home or stay on campus for the summer, but if everything works 
out for the internship I will most likely return to Los Angeles. If this is decided, I would be 
concerned about being exposed to the virus at the airport and the train station that I will need to 
use to travel home.  

 
  



5/8/2020 - 5/14/2020 
 

This time I wanted to make a journal entry before I left the campus. During this week,                 
finals were happening. It was unusual to have finals online. The one thing that did not change                 
was the stress that they brought. Since I had four finals in total, I decided to do one every day of                     
the finals period and have the extra day to pack and just relax. My internship is now officially                  
remote and will be able to be completed in Los Angeles. I decided to head back home for the                   
rest of the summer since the internship worked out. Between packing my room up and               
completing finals, I have been more than sufficiently stressed. Weirdly enough, I feel sad that I                
am leaving campus, not because I like the campus itself, but because I have made good friends                 
during my time here. I lost all my friends back home because of the distance and lack of                  
communication, thus I really have no one to hang out with or just chill with. The one bright thing                   
about going back home is that I will have my mother’s food, which I have missed dearly during                  
my time at Conn.  

 
One of my biggest concerns about going back home is that I will need to get accustomed                 

once more to following my mother’s rules. It feels weird going back because this is the longest                 
time I will spend in Los Angeles since I started college. At the beginning I was really doubtful                  
about going to college in Connecticut, but once I got here I started to make a lot of new friends                    
and come out of my comfort zone. It was a completely new experience that allowed me to                 
become more independent and explore myself. I really enjoy my time here, which is contributing               
to my sadness of leaving it for so long. Apart from that, I feel that going back to Los Angeles                    
brings a lot of memories from high school. I really did not like high school, I was very quiet and                    
reserved so I did not make a lot of friends. I will try to get used to the situation as soon as                      
possible, but in the meantime I have to continue to pack and just relax since finals are finally                  
over and I am officially a rising senior.   



5/14/2020-6/1/2020 
 

It's been two weeks since I have been back home and to be honest, nothing much has                 
changed. There is still a “stay at home” order in place, but the state is slowly reopening. For                  
memorial weekend, the beaches are opening. This does not mean anything to me considering              
that I usually stay inside when I am home. As expected I lost all contact with the people that I                    
went to highschool with, so I am pretty much less social here than I was at Conn. However, I do                    
spend a lot more time with my family so that’s the bright side of being back, and I also have my                     
car (not that it’s of much use considering the circumstances that we are in). I don’t have a good                   
running route at home, so all I have now for remaining fit is body weight exercises. I really hope                   
they open up the gyms though, not because I am a fitness freak, but I am highly, highly, bored.                   
However, even if this does not happen the boredom will soon go away considering that my                
internship is about to start. Hopefully this will keep me busy for a while.  
 

The one thing that has me concerned is the second wave of COVID-19 that can occur                
due to California reopening too quickly. Other states are seeing an increase in cases after their                
reopening, and it is highly concerning considering that a lot of Americans have just decided that                
the virus is not a real threat. This is highly unsettling due to the amount of people that it puts at                     
risk as well as the increased likelihood of a prolonged “stay at home” order. On the bright side a                   
number of countries, including Italy, have been working toward their reopening. This would be              
nice if it happened in America, but apparently we don’t like to listen to science, and haircuts and                  
going to the beach are activities that are more essential than actually staying alive (so               
frustrating).  
 

On another note, there has been a large amount of police brutality during this time which                
has sparked a number of protests throughout the country. The direction that the political              
environment will take the following months preceding the events occurring at the moment will be               
historical and hopefully address the pressing issues. As for now everyone has to wait for the                
pandemic to be over and hopefully for the issues to be resolved. 


